THE GRIFFIN INN WINES
THE MORE YOU SPEND THE MORE YOU SAVE!
Something of an oxymoron, I hear you say, Dear Reader......
“In Vino Veritas” as Caligula would say! Unlike the vast majority of wine lists we do not seek to
achieve a fixed “margin” on our list of 120 odd wines.
The higher the price of a bottle, the less margin we make. The idea is that you will be encouraged
to try new and interesting wines from the main list, and the upside from our perspective: in the
immortal words of the original Mr Sainsbury “You can’t bank a percentage!”

Welcome to our encyclopaedia of wine
THE GRIFFIN WINE CLUB “Usque ad Mortem Bibendum” We launched the “Innovative, Didactic
and Sybaritic” Griffin Wine Club in October 2012 with the intention of bringing a whole new world
of oenological delights to our members in an informal and open forum (i.e. Bacchanalian!”)
environment, with as much audience participation as possible. We meet every six weeks or so, and
in the company of the winemaker and our resident experts, including yours truly, your palate is
guided through an extensive range of boutique wines, and those that you fall head over heels in
love with, you may subsequently buy at wholesale prices. We provide serious tapas as blotting
paper; despite the fact we aim to taste wine we have yet to see the spittoons being troubled at a
GWC event. There is an annual membership charge of £30 (which can be for a couple!)
For the latest oenological news and future Wine Club events please visit www.thegriffininn.co.uk.
We have added plenty of new oenological delights to the Summer 2020, and, as always, we look
for wines that represent great value, often from forward thinking wineries from both the New
World and The Old World. Current stars on the list that I would urge you to consider : Any of the
Planeta portfolio , the family that have revolutionised perceptions of Sicilian wines; the unique
Pedro Ximenez from Chile (making great white wine from this Sherry varietal) ; from Northern
California we are currently loving The Cannonball Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon.
One of the Griffin Inn’s glories is a wine list compiled by a true enthusiast, its tasting notes full of
missionary zeal, the selections full of interest and character’.
- Quote from Good Food Guide 2017

While we strive to keep vintages up to date, vintages may be subject to change without notice.

Great Discoveries of the Griffin Wine Club
Planeta
WHITE WINES
ERUZIONE BIANCO 1614 CARRICANTE Planeta 2016 13.5% abv

68.00

Green apple, typical of the vines grown at an altitude, white flowers, wild honey.

CHARDONNAY Planeta 2017 13.5% abv

69.00

Citrus fruit flavours complemented by chestnut and honey notes with a spicy complexity.

RED WINES
DORILLI CERASUOLO DI VITTORIA Planeta 2015 13% abv

58.00

Ruby red, aroma of black cherry, strawberry, chestnut honey and prickly pear.

BURDESE Planeta 2013 13.5% abv

68.00

Rich aromatic flavours, warm and intense with firm tannins, perfectly balanced giving a harmonious
result.

SANTA CECILIA Planeta 2015 13.5% abv

68.00

Well balanced with ripe, spicy fruit and a savoury character. The finish is long and elegant.

The Griffin Wine Club Tour of Piedmont
ASCHERI
LANGHE NEBBIOLO Ascheri 2016 13.5% abv

60.00

Dry on the palate, yet velvety, harmonious and very persistent at the same time.

FONTANAFREDDA
BRICCOTONDO BARBERA PIEMONTE DOC 2017 13.5% abv

42.00

Medium bodied and soft, with balancing structure to the blackberry and morello cherry flavours.

CHAMPAGNE
1.GOBILLARD Brut Tradition NV 12.5% abv
Supple and fruity in taste with supple and harmonious aromas.

3.TAITTINGER Brut Reserve NV 12% abv

69.00
Glass 11.50
95.00

World renowned Champagne of great style.

4.JACQUART Brut Mosaïque Rosé NV

90.00

A deliciously elegant, rounded, fruity style with hints of cherry and wild
strawberry. Its fine streams of bubbles enhance the delicate pale pink colour.

5.TAITTINGER Comtes de Champagne Blanc de Blancs 2007

195.00

It is fine and lean yet displays excellent length. Flavours of candied citrus fruits
predominate, but there is a balanced touch of nuttiness.

SUSSEX SPARKLING
6.BLUEBELL HINDLEAP BLANC DE BLANC 11.5% abv

59.00

Produced at the bottom of our garden.

7.BLUEBELL HINDLEAP ROSE 11.5% abv

59.00

This vibrant Pink Bubbles, shouts “summer of love” has arrived from the vineyards of Fletching.

SPARKLING WINES
8.PROSECCO Fiabesco NV 11% abv
A classic Prosecco with a fine mousse and a fresh green pear character.
Soft and pillowy on the palate with a lingering finish.

9.RIVAROSE PROVENCE SPARKLING 12% abv

29.50
Glass 9.00

39.00

A delightful refreshing combination of “Girl Petrol” with bubbles.

MAGNUMS
In response to demand, we are also listing some very exciting Magnums. These are ideal for
larger parties (or thirsty people!)
California CABERNET SAUVIGNON, Cannonball 2018
WHISPERING ANGEL, Provence Rose 2019

110.00
120.00

VIN ROSÉ
No longer considered “Camper than row of tints”, the popularity of rosé wines has increased
enormously. Ideal, either as an aperitif, or as an accompaniment to our wood-oven and
barbecue dishes.
10.RIOJA ROSADO Ramon Bilbao 2019 12.5% abv
The summer of love starts here – “Be sure to wear some flowers in your hair.”

7.00 9.00 27.50

11.CHATEAU GASSIER ORGANIC PROVENCE ROSÉ LE Pas du Moine 2018

9.50 11.50 35.00

A light, bright nose of wild strawberries with a refreshing, smooth palate.

WHITE WINES FROM EUROPE
12. VIOGNIER IGP PAYS D’OC, LEDUC 2019

33.00

A refreshing yet fruity palate with a smooth and round finish.

13.VERMENTINO DI SARDEGNA, VILLA SOLAIS, SANTADI 2019

32.00

Herbal and aromatic, displaying light almond flavours and a fresh well-balanced
finish...

14.ROYAL TOKAJI Dry Furmint, Hungary 2019

36.00

This shows that dry Tokaji can compete with some of the finest French wines. Do
give it a go!

15.TREIXADURA Ailala Ribeiros Do Avia 2019

38.00

Clean, powerful aromatics on the nose of apricot and white flowers. Spices such as
clove, mint and fennel are also present.

16.GRÜNER VELTLINER FEDERSPIEL KOLLMÜTZ Erich Machherndl 2019

39.00

Fruity, textured white with apples, pears and spice on the palate and a hint of
mint on the finish.

17.DOURO WHITE Quinta Do Crasto 2019

39.00

This has bright lively fruit, with a distinct purity, and pleasing richness. A winner
from the Antinori stable.

18.PINOT BLANC Trimbach, Alsace 2019
Alsace wines are a sheer joy. This is a prime example with firm structure, lemony
fruit, lots of breadth and a minerally backbone.

42.00

WHITE WINES FROM EUROPE
20.GAVI DI GAVI, Ascheri 2019

45.00

The fragrant fresh nose displays notes of a floral, green fruit character.

21.ALBARIÑO CASTELO DO MAR, Pazo de Tapias 2019

39.00

A fresh bouquet of peach and apricot leading to a rich and full palate with a hint of
lemony acidity. Clean and well balanced with a dry, concentrated finish.

22.SANCERRE, LE PETIT BROUX Caves des Vins de Sancerre 2018

49.00

Immediately appealing, crisp and clean with a good concentration of fruit.

23.COMETA Planeta 2019

75.00

Intense, full of character and elegant mineral elements. Without doubt one of the
finest examples of Sicily’s Fiano grape.

24.PINOT GRIGIO Vinnaioli Jermann 2019

65.00

Simply the best! The Jermann family with estates in Friuli Venezia- Giulia in NorthEast Italy are famous for producing superb white wines - including this, the very
best Pinot Grigio.

25.CHOREY LES BEAUNE BLANC Domaine Maillard 2018

75.00

Lovely ‘buttery’ nose and taste, classic white Burgundy; very good value for this
quality of wine.

26.CHABLIS 1er Cru, Montée de Tonnerre, Domaine Louis Michel 2017

85.00

After our recent Louis Michel tasting this has to be the star of the show.

27.PULIGNY MONTRACHET 1er Cru Les Folatieres 2018

120.00

A classic minerally style of Puligny Montrachet, from one of the most respected
names in the Appellation.

28.CONDRIEU LES CHAILLETS Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Cuilleron 2018

150.00

The most highly regarded white from Rhone, wonderfully opulent and perfumed on the nose with a
honey, blossom and spicy complexity.

NEW WORLD WHITE WINES
29.New Zealand SAUVIGNON BLANC Yealands Estate 2020

35.00

Powerful, gooseberry aromas in this classic Sauvignon.

30.South Africa THE FMC, CHENIN Ken Forrester Wines 2019

69.00

Rich, layered with dried apricot, vanilla and honey.

31.USA CHARDONNAY CANNONBALL 2017

49.00

A California Chardonnay with attitude, Clean fresh chardonnay flavours, with
some lovely rich and complex ones, makes this a real Gem.

32.New Zealand PINOT GRIS Yealands Estate 2018

42.00

The Kiwi’s really get Pinot Gris (New world Pinot grigio). More unctiuos and
full bodied than it’s Italian cousins, perfect with any winter pork or chicken
dishes as well as fish.

33.South Africa CHARDONNAY Thelema 2017

48.00

Medium to full bodied with a creamy texture. Packed with luscious tropical
fruit notes, a delicious mineral streak and nutty oak. Finishes soft and
succulent.

34.Chile ELKI PEDRO XIMENEZ Vina Falernia 2018
This classic sherry grape, reborn invented in the cooler climates of Chile. The
new favourite of the wine Cognoscenti.

29.00

RED WINES FROM EUROPE
36.CHÂTEAU SAINTE MARIE Red Bordeaux Superior 2018

36.00

Excellent concentration of blackcurrant and plum on the nose, with similar lovely
fruit intensity on the palate.

37.SALICE SALENTINO RISERVA Francesco Candido 2018

35.00

Full-flavoured wine from the southern tip of Puglia.

38.CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES CHUSCLAN ROUGE, Laudun Chusclan 2018

32.00

From the best of the 18 Rhone villages this sturdy red bursting with fruit is a real
delight.

39.DOMAINE MICHEL JUILLOT Mercurey Rouge 2018

59.00

Concentrated flavour and linear structure without any hard edges, with finegrained tannins, red cherry fruit and a hint of earthy minerality.

40.BARBERA BRICCOTONDO Fontanafredda 2019

42.00

Deep, rustic red with an aromatic, spicy nose. A lovely wine to go with all meaty
dishes.

41.VIN DE PAYS DE LA PRINCIPAUTÉ D’ORANGE 2018
Domaine de la Janasse

42.00

From one of Chateauneuf’s top producers – a full bodied red that bears no relation
to its ‘Vin de Pays’ status. Do try it!

42.CHÂTEAU LA TUILERIE DES COMBES Lussac St. Emilion 2018

59.00

Beautifully developed garnet-red in colour. Shows a very ripe nose of
concentrated fruits of the forest and a dense palate reminiscent of black cherries
and chocolate with pretty notes of liquorice and eucalyptus. The typically
bordelaise structure is flexible, with soft, rounded tannins that bring a balance
and add length to the palate which finishes dry and clean.

43.BURDESE Planeta 2015

75.00

We selected this 100% Cabernet Sauvignon – hence Burdese (Italian for Bordeaux)
– on our visit to Planeta.

44.CRASTO DOURO SUPERIOR, Quinta do Crasto 2017

48.00

On the nose it shows very expressive aromas, displaying vibrant berry fruit notes perfectly combined
with subtle hints of fresh spices. Charming on the palate. Berry fruit flavours, great volume, solid
structure and velvety tannins. The finish is perfectly balanced, fresh and long.

RED WINES FROM EUROPE
45.FLEURIE PONCIE Domaine du Vissoux 2019

55.00

Fleurie at its very best. Bottled without filtration to give the fullest flavour.

46.GIGONDAS TRADITION Le Grand Montmirail, Domaine Brusset 2018

79.00

Hugely mouthfillling Southern Rhone wine with tremendous flavour and length.

47.BRANCAIA CHIANTI CLASSICO RISERVA, Casa Brancaia 2015

69.00

A concentrated, rich, persistent and refined Chianti Classico based on Sangiovese.
The grape is interpreted in a more modern way in the production of this wine.

48.CROZES HERMITAGE PAPILLON ORGANIC, Domaine Gilles Robin 2019

59.00

Gentle notes of damson on the nose. Soft with hints of white pepper and plums on
the palate and a clean finish.

49.CHOREY LES BEAUNE Domaine Maillard 2017

75.00

A wonderfully soft and spicy Pinot Noir from a top Burgundy producer.

50.SANTA CECILIA NERO D’AVOLA Planeta 2017

69.00

From Sicily’s award-winning winery. Full of spicy fruit, an ideal accompaniment to
all full flavoured dishes.

51.MERLOT Planeta 2015

65.00

Another stunner from Planeta. Merlot of “stellar” quality!

52.LANGHE NEBBIOLO Ascheri 2019

60.00

Dry on the palate, yet velvety, harmonious and very persistent at the same time.

53.CHATEAUNEUF DU PAPE, TRADITION Domaine de la Janasse 2017

99.00

One of the great wines of the Rhone, this is soft, lush and ripe, with enticing fruit
and good balance.

54.VINO NOBILE DI MONTEPULCIANO Poliziano 2017

79.00

The star so far of the Griffin wine club. “You’re just too good to be true.”

55.FRANK PHELAN SAINT ESTEPHE Chateau Phelan Segur 2011
Beautiful structure where straightness and cleanliness are dominant, the aromatic long-lasting
brings a long length on the finish on tannins very elegant

99.00

NEW WORLD RED WINES
We are particularly delighted with the Pinot Noirs that rival the very best from Burgundy.

57.Chile CARMENERE RESERVA Vinamar 2019

32.00

A wine of red colour with purple hues, intense nose of black plums, spices and truffle notes. Medium
body with soft and round tannins.

59.New Zealand PINOT NOIR Urlar 2018

55.00

Simply the best NZ Pinot Noir we have tasted, made by a “Jock” incredibly!

62.South Africa THE GYPSY, SHIRAZ GRENACHE Ken Forrester Wines 2015

75.00

The character is somewhat wild, a little brambly with hints of nutmeg,
cinnamon, dark spices, with vanilla scents and a distinct, concentrated redfruit focus.

63.California CABERNET SAUVIGNON, CANNONBALL 2018
Balance in the mouth is exceptional from start to finish - strawberry, blueberry, and red apple
dipped in dark chocolate, all-spice and a layer of toasted oak. Tannins are structured but not
overwhelming, with very well-balanced acidity.

48.00

WINES BY THE BOTTLE & GLASS
175ml 250ml Bottle

TREBBIANO IGT RUBICONE, Rometta 2019 11% abv

5.50 7.50

21.50

Worth crossing the Rubicon for!

PINOT GRIGIO Via Nova 2019 12% abv

6.50 8.50

24.50

6.50 8.50

24.50

Still the favourite of the “Chattering Classes “.

SAUVIGNON BLANC Lanya (CHILE) 2019 13% abv
‘Nuff said!!

CHARDONNAY Les Mougeottes IGP Pays d’Oc 2020 13.5% abv

8.00 10.00

29.50

8.00 10.00

29.50

Most Sommeliers pick this as a Montrachet!!

PICPOUL DE PINET Domaine Roquemolière 2019 12.5% abv
“Le Pic, c’est chic …” as the famous pop song goes

LA SEGRETA BIANCO Planeta 2018 12.5% abv

7.90 9.90 29.50

We love “la Familia Planeta” … and it’s easy to see why with this stunning Sicilian blend

VERMENTINO DI SARDEGNA Villa Solais Santadi 2019 13.5% abv

8.50 11.00 32.00

Every bit as stylish and attractive as Sardinia, whence it comes.

LANGHE ARNEIS, Ascheri, Piemonte, 2019 13.5% abv
9.20 12.00 36.00

Ahhhh, La Dolce Vita! Class in a glass!!

ROSÉ
LA LANDE Cinsault Rosé 2019 12% abv

6.00 8.00

24.50

The summer of love starts here – “Be sure to wear some flowers in your hair”.

CHATEAU GASSIER ORGANIC PROVENCE ROSÉ LE Pas du Moine 2018

9.50 12.00 35.00

Amphora bottle, super pale from Provence… it’s gotta be “Girl Petrol “!!

RED
SOSPIRO ROSSO D’ITALIA, SOSPIRO 2019 11.5% abv

5.50 7.50

21.50

The favoured libation of the Roman Centurion... build an empire!

CARIGNAN Les Archeres 2019 12% abv

6.90 8.90 26.50

Rich with ripe fruit character, the best of its ilk.

LA SEGRETA ROSSO Planeta 2018 13% abv

8.00 9.90 29.50

The Planetas do it again- Nero D’avola, Merlot and a lotta Love

ESTACION1883 MALBEC, Trapiche, 2018 13.5% abv

8.50 11.50 33.50

The Argies show the French how to make fabulous Malbec- grow it 2km up in the sky!!

RIOJA CRIANZA, Ramon Bilbao 2017 13.5% abv

8.50 11.00 32.50

Truly a high-class Rioja for all seasons!

PINOT NOIR , Les Mougeottes, 2020

8.50 11.00 32.00

Burgundian quality at very Un-Burgundian price !

CHÂTEAU SAINTE MARIE Red Bordeaux Supérieur 2018 14% abv

9.00 12.00 36.00

Our first “House Claret” on the list for many years… and well worth the wait !

CÔTES DU RHÔNE VILLAGES CHUSCLAN ROUGE, 2018 13% abv

8.50 11.00 32.00

CONNOISSEUR’S LIST
All wines on the Connoisseurs List are in very limited supply so please do not be disappointed
if stocks have run out. Please ask if you would like any of these fine wines to be decanted.

RED WINES
Bordeaux

FRANK PHELAN SAINT ESTEPHE Chateau Phelan Segur 2011

99.00

Beautiful structure where straightness and cleanliness are dominant, the aromatic
long-lasting brings a long length on the finish on tannins very elegant

CHATEAU GRAND CRU BATAILLY Pauillac 2001

180.00

Delicious, mature wine from this distinguished and much-loved chateau..

CHATEAU HAUT BAGES LIBERAL PAUILLAC Chateau Haut Bages LiberaL 2011

130.00

Black berries, spices and a hint of smokiness. Beautifully fresh and fruity on the palate.
Tuscany

BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO RISERVA Fattoria dei Barbi 2015

95.00

Elegant nose with black fruits, leather and sweet spice followed by a balanced palate and a very
long, seductive finish. Brunello is generally regarded as Tuscany’s finest Red.
Piedmont

BAROLO VIGNA DEL GRIS DOCG Conterno Fantino 2017

140.00

One of the most iconic Barolo producers, this small estate produces small quantities of exceptional
wine. Vina del Gris delivers a full, well-structured palate with black fruit, liquorice and mocha
flavours. A big hitter!
Veneto

AMARONE VALPOLICELLA VALPANTENA DOCG Bertani 2017

105.00

Deep scents of cherry, sour cherry, berries and notes of spices. Soft in the mouth with flavours of red
fruit.

WHITE WINES
Burgundy

PULIGNY MONTRACHET Les Folatieres 2017

120.00

A classic minerally style of Puligny Montrachet, from one of the most respected names in the
Appellation.

CHABLIS 1er Cru, Montée de Tonnerre, Domaine Louis Michel 2017

85.00

After our recent Louis Michel tasting this has to be the star of the show.
Rhône

CONDRIEU LES CHAILLETS VIEILLES VIGNES Domaine Cuilleron 2018
The most highly regarded white from Rhône, wonderfully opulent and perfumed on the
nose with a honey, blossom and spicy complexity.

150.00

FINE WINES AT FABULOUS PRICES
GRUARD LAROSE. ST JULIEN 2003
Absolutely sitting perfectly in its window of opportunity of drinking now.

280.00

CHATEAU CHASSE-SPLEEN, MOULIS EN MEDOC 2005
250.00
Tasted blind. Dark crimson. Lively mineral note. Very juicy and flirtatious. Fruit and tannin in
good balance. Savoury end.
CHATEAU HAUTE SARPE, GRAND CRY ST EMILLION 2005
180.00
A gold metal winner at 1867 universal exhibition in Paris, Chateau Haut-Sarpe’s praises were
actually being suing a century or so before that. Today, the estate is owned by Joseph
Janoueix. He bought it in 1930-yet the splendour of the chateau building and gardens is the
work of Barn Henri du Foussat wo owned Hatue-Sarpe during the latter half of the 19th
century.
COTE-ROTIE, MICHEL & STEPHANE OGIER 2005
190.00
Deep ruby core, narrow pale ruby/garnet rim. Nose a touch reticent, floral perfume
emerging, dark fruit, touch of savoury bacon. Medium/full bodied, red and black berries,
bacon, black olive, quite rich and plush but with lovely vibrant acidity and a good length
harmonious finish.
RIECINE, LA GIOIA I.G.T. TOSCANA 2010
240.00
100% Sangiovese-based Super Tuscan. It’s a blend of the best grapes from various vineyard
patches with different soil types. A big and powerful wine. Drinking beautifully, it has real
scale and depth - an open hearted full fleshy plum richness of Sangiovese.
CHATEAU BOIS DE BOOURSAN, CHATEAUNEUF DU PAPE 2006
180.00
Dense colouring with garnet edges. Aromas of dusty cherry, black tea, dry leaves, and lemon
and orange peel. A little lavender and herb is showing as well. Medium body, good presence
with a burst of acidity on the back end, long finish, and flavours of cherry, black tea, orange
peel, lemon, and spice.
CHATEAY RIEUSSEC, SAUTERNES 1999
170.00
Absolutely phenomenal nose - nectarine, loads of spice and honey and lemon curd.
Tremendous length and viscosity, miraculously freshened by crisp acid. A class apart.
Magical.

DESSERT WINES
A glass of dessert wine, of which we have considerably increased our selection, is a delicious
accompaniment to all puddings, cheeses etc. and also a delightful alternative to port or cognac
as a “digestif.” For the more “avant garde” among our customers, a glass of well-chilled
Muscat is an excellent aperitif, or accompaniment to terrines and, in particular, foie gras.
37.cl Bottle

125ml Glass

30.00

8.00

MUSCAT DE SAINT JEAN DE MINERVOIS, 2018 15% abv

Intense, complex nose of grapes, pear, rose petals and citrus. Sweet, rich and powerful
with a balancing zesty acidity on the long finish
50cl Bottle

125ml Glass

52.00

13.00

Whole Bottle

125ml Glass

45.00

9.50

PASSITO DI NOTO Planeta 2018 11% abv
Medium bodied, sweet and sensuous with fine flavours of ripe apricot, honey
and melon, good balancing acidity and a crisp, mouthfillling finish.

PORT
The Englishman’s traditional end to a good lunch or dinner.
TAYLOR’S LATE BOTTLED VINTAGE 2011 20% abv
VINTAGE PORT
POCAS SINGLE VINTAGE 2011
Drinking incredibly well for one so young, worth a punt!

90.00

DIGESTIFS
All spirits served in the restaurant are standard double measures (50ml). Please ask if you would
prefer a single measure.

25ml 50ml

GRAPPA TRADIZIONE NONINO 41% abv
GRAPPA MONOVITIGNO IL MOSCATO NONINO 41% abv
GRAPPA FRAGOLINO CRU NONINO 45% abv

7.00 13.00
7.00 13.00
9.00 15.00

COGNAC
HINE V.S.O.P.
TESSERON X.O. SELECTION

7.50 13.00
12.00 20.00

ARMAGNAC
BAS ARMAGNAC V.S.O.P.
BAS ARMAGNAC X.O. (20 YEARS OLD)
VINTAGE BAS ARMAGNAC CASTARÈDE 1979
CALVADOS

7.00 12.00
8.50 15.00
10.00 18.50
7.00 12.00

MALT & IRISH WHISKIES
ARDBEG 10 YEARS-OLD
CRAGGANMORE 12-YEAR-OLD
GLENMORANGIE 10 YEARS-OLD
LAGAVULIN 16-YEAR-OLD
MACALLAN GOLD 10-YEAR-OLD
OBAN 14-YEAR-OLD
TALISKER 10-YEAR-OLD
LIMONCELLO

7.00 12.00
7.00 12.00
7.00 12.00
8.50 16.00
7.00 12.00
7.00 12.00
7.00 12.00
8.50

An Italian liqueur made from fresh lemons in Amalfi. Served cold, superb with all summery puddings
– or on its own at the end of a meal.

We also sell a wide range of Liqueurs.

